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Thiago is a marvellous, mini miracle. Abandoned 

by his parents and adopted by his neighbours, his 

life is a testimony to the strong sense of communi-

ty between people just trying to survive in the fa-

vela. He’s been a student with us for two years. Thi-

ago is kind, thankful and just gets on with life as he 

knows it. Recently Thiago accidently broke his flip 

flop at playtime. Upon telling his elderly adopted 

mother, she told him there was no money to buy 

replacement flip flops immediately.  

Not wanting to miss class, Thiago arrived at the 

project for the next two days bare-foot. He had 

walked through mud, raw sewage and along dirt 

roads to get to us. When his teacher saw him bare 

foot, two days in a row, she asked what had hap-

pened and then went out at lunchtime to buy him 

new flip flops. 

But God hadn’t finished showing his love for Thia-

go. At our big family lunch, Thiago won a bicycle in 

our raffle. No one will forget the pure joy on this 

child’s face as he ran forward to claim his prize. 

There is nothing more rewarding than being able 

to help children like him. 

Christmas Greetings from hot and sunny For-

taleza. It has been a tremendous year of celebra-

tion, looking back on a personal milestone of 40 

years of leading children and young people out of 

poverty.  

We are ending the year with 260 students and their 

parents, celebrating the Christmas story with music 

and storytelling. Thank you for your faithful sup-

port which allows us to create uplifting moments 

like this. 

What stood out to me as I looked back at my 40-

year journey, were the clear seasons of growth that 

took place as I grew in faith, wisdom, and experi-

ence helping the poor.  

As we look forward to 2024, the need for innova-

tion in communicating the Gospel and providing 

opportunity for the suffering, is as clear as ever.  

The gift of love. The gift of joy. The gift of peace.  
May all these be with you and  

your family this Christmas. 
 

Marc Marques 

https://www.facebook.com/lifehopeandopportunity
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 The Pilgrims Progress 

This year The University of Life’s Christmas concert 

will present the Christmas story using an adapted 

version of The Pilgrim’s Progress. It has been ex-

pertly written by our drama teacher Herbert.  

Are You Coming To Visit in 2024? 

After many long pandemic affected years, we are 

delighted that we have several volunteer teams 

planning to visit us in Brazil in 2024. Many of our 

students have never met anyone from another 

country and trust us, they have many questions! 

We still have room if you are interested in coming. 

We have so much to share with you and your 

church about what it looks like today to help chil-

dren growing up in poverty. If you are interested in 

brining a team, please contact Ruth. 

ruth.marques@univida.org  

Upcoming Events 

January 6th - 14th February 2024 - Marc and Ruth 

Marques will be visiting churches and groups in the 

UK. Please contact ruth.marques@univida.org if you 

would like to arrange to meet them. 

“Teacher, the Dog Ate My Textbook.” 
 

This time the excuse was valid! One of our night 

time guard dogs has managed to figure out a way 

to climb up a side wall and into the corner of our 

year 7 classroom. 

Another text book to replace and another problem 

to resolve. There are always challenges like this and 

maintenance issues to address at The University of 

Life.  

 

Family Lunch  
Here are some photos from our BIG family Lunch. 

Check out our video summary on our You Tube 

Channel. 

www.youtube.com/unividacharity 

Family Photos 

(many of our students are being raised 

by grandparents). 

Ruth with one 

of our very  
excited student 

volunteers.  

Each family sat 

together and the 
children presented 

songs, hip hop and 

drama. 

mailto:ruth.marques@univida.org
mailto:ruth.marques@univida.org
http://www.youtube.com/cbccares
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   Update Your Gift Aid Declaration 

 

 

Please update your details and gift aid status / or use this form to make a new pledge to support a child 

by becoming a Dreambuilder. We will keep your details in accordance with our privacy policy. You can also fill 

out a gift a declaration at www.univida.org/giftaid 

 

I will give  £______________     per month / one time gift  (please circle) 

 

Date* ____________________      Title & Full Name* ______________________________________________ 

 

Email*  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address* _______________________________________________________ Postcode* _________________ 

 

UNiViDA Donations  CAF Bank Sort code: 40-52-40 Account No:  00035001 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by UNiViDA from the tax 

you pay for the current tax year. Your address* is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer and you 

must tick the box below.  

 
 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the future or have 

made in the past 4 years to UNiViDA. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or 

Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 

to pay any difference. Please notify UNiViDA if you: want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address 

or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate 

and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-

Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.  

Return to: UNiViDA Office 7 High St, Staple Hill, Bristol BS16 5HA         Email: office@univida.org                
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