Q = = UNiViDA is a Registered Charity No. 1136743
> © l l N IVI D A 7 High Street, Staple Hill, Bristol BS16 SHA
b office@univida.org

Bringing life, hope & opportunity www.univida.org

to children in Brazil
@lifehopeandopportunity n

ReSU ltS&Re latio nSh lp Feb / March 2023 Newsletter Issue 82

The Story of My Life Registration & Planning Underway

Marc Marques

| never expected to be alive and say that | have 'seen
my life flash before my eyes,” but that is exactly what
happened to me as | watched our Christmas play at
the end of last year. It was masterfully put together by
our new drama teacher.

As the play unfolded, the story of my life was told
about the conversion of a young man (me), who gave
up addiction and depression
to help children.

Once again we saw long lines as we opened our
doors for registration in January. We have a strong
reputation in the community and mothers know that
a place at the project brings peace of mind for them
and an abundance of opportunity for their children.

| was so moved that | could
barely stand to give my
message after the children’s
choir performed the final
song. If you'd like to see the
play, you can watch it here.

Please pray for our team as we launch into the new
school year. We are excited about seeing our return-
ing students and anxious to meet our new students.

There is no greater love than

that which Jesus modeled for us. . _ .
Thank you for making this possible.

He told us...

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
Matthew 22:37-39

Registration - January 2023
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https://youtu.be/hKXLn3O13r8

A Story Within The Story

While Marc's life story was being told, another drama
was going on in the lives of the actors, our older stu-
dents.

Brian (name changed) has been a student at CBC for
several yeas and was in his last year at the project. A
few months before Christmas he began to miss clas-
ses. When we asked around, rumours came back that
he had become involved in drug dealing and had
been seen in the area with an illegal weapon. Unfor-
tunately this is extremely common in the streets
around The University of Life.

We sent a message to his mother (Brian’s father left
the family and has no relationship with him) saying
that we missed him and hoped he would talk to us.
He agreed and we arranged a meeting with his
teacher and with Adalberto, an alumni of the project .

During the meeting we explained to Brian how pre-
cious his life is, how talented he is and how much we
value him as a student in the project. Brian was
stunned with the care and compassion shown to him
even though he had made some very bad decisions.

Adalberto explained to him how he himself had lost
many friends due to violence in the slums and how
painful this had been for him. He continued to en-
courage Brian to come back to the project and put
his focus on studying and his energy into theatre
which was his passion.

Brian shed many tears and felt a strong conviction to
stop his involvement in drugs. Brian’s decision was
upheld with his daily commitment to return to The
University of Life in the months before Christmas.

This is photo of Brian on stage performing at our
Christmas Cantata. Marc’s powerful story, also a very
real story for his own life.
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We hope and pray that Brian will succeed, he has so
much potential and talent.

Please pray for him and for all the teachers at The
University of Life as they seek to rescue children like
Brian from grasp of drugs and violence.

Young people like Brian are confronted with poverty
everyday and gangs use this suffering to lure children
into trafficking to make quick money and offer a false
escape from reality.

Kitchen Project - Phase 2

Finally, it wouldn't be the beginning of the year with-
out some maintenance projects at The University of
Life. We have replaced columns holding up the dining
area and chapel which were in need of replacement.

During the break from classes we have broken
through into our new extension which will soon be
connected to the main kitchen area.

Our cooks Maze and Josy are so thankful for this new
oven which will help us prepare over 7,000 meals a
month.

Thank you for your support.
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> 2 UNiViDA  Update Your Gift Aid Declaration

Please update your details and gift aid status / or use this form to make a new pledge to support a child
by becoming a Dreambuilder. We will keep your details in accordance with our privacy policy. You can also fill
out a gift a declaration at www.univida.org/giftaid

| will give £ per month [ one time gift (please circle)

Date* Title & Full Name*

Email*

Address* Postcode*

UNiViDA Donations CAF Bank Sort code: 40-52-40 Account No: 00035001

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by UNiViDA from the tax
you pay for the current tax year. Your address* is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer and you

. must tick the box below.
ﬂiﬁ/ou'd ot

D | want to Gift Aid my donation of £ and any donations | make in the future or have
made in the past 4 years to UNiVIiDA. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility
to pay any difference. Please notify UNiViDA if you: want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address
or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate
and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-
Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Return to: UNiViDA Office 7 High St, Staple Hill, Bristol BS16 SHA Email: office@univida.org
Registered Charity No. 1136743 www.univida.org
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