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ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
 

Rubio is 12 years old and in year 6 at The Uni-

versity of Life. Heôs been with us for two years 

and recently did well in a photography course 

ran by Flavio, (a former student, who now pro-

duces UNiViDAôs promo videos).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rubioôs mother is a drug user 

and his father, like so many in 

the favela, is trapped in a situ-

ation where he is selling drugs to feed his habit.  

 

Rubio says that when heôs at The University of 

Life he forgets the horrible things outside and 

feels that here, something good might happen in 

his life. He hopes that everything in his life will 

change into the good feelings he has when he is 

at the project. 

ñPeople believe in me here, they trust me and 

take a chance on me.ò Rubio wants to be a vet 

and openly admits to us and his father that he 

doesnôt want to be like him. 

 

We recently had a chance to talk to Rubioôs dad 

and we asked him why he registered his son at 

the project. He responded  

 

ñThe University of Life is bringing life to my son. 

I donôt want him to pay for my errors, so I am 

putting this great hope in him.ò  

 

The teacher then asked, ñWhat hope is this?ò  

and the father replied, ñThe University of Life, a 

place of hope and dreams.ò  

 

It is tragic that Rubioôs father has more faith in 

the project than in himself as a father. On the 

other hand, we are astonished that the project 

can reach into the lives of people like Rubioôs 

parents, some of the most troubled families in 

Brazil. 

 

Sadly, there are no public welfare services for 

children like Rubio whose family situation puts 

him at high risk. Itôs our hope that that Rubioôs 

father will come to understand the danger he is 

putting his son it because of his activities and 

that both his parents will be able to leave behind 

their drug related life-style.  

 

The University of Life works hard to teach par-

ents about their responsibility for their childôs 

education and welfare. 

 

Our prayer is that Rubio will succeed, not just in 

his own life but as the hope and reason that his 

parents stop their destructive life-style and seek 

the help they need before it itôs too late. 



! [ƛǧƭŜ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ 
 

Thatôs what we are asking our students for this 

term as we explore the concept of Respect in the 

family, community and government. 

 

From the age of 7-14, our students are learning 

about unity and understanding. Perhaps they will 

have something to teach us all soon! 

 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ 
 

In the local community, tensions are still high as 

the rights of the gangs to organize and traffic 

drugs are slowly being squeezed.  Since January 

there have been fewer criminal attacks but nev-

ertheless, gangs are still actively attacking State 

facilities and private companies.  

 

As always UNiViDA closely monitors the political 

and social situation on a national 

and local level in Brazil. 

 

aǳƳΣ L {ŀƭǳǘŜ ¸ƻǳ 
 

Mothers day in Brazil is in May and so our con-

gratulations to all the inspirational mothers who 

deserve so much ap-

preciation on mothers 

day whether it be in 

March or May!  

 

We salute our mums 

with a special dinner, 

complete with gifts 

and performances 

from the children. 
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bŜǿ ²ŀǘŜǊ Cƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ 

We are happy to report that because of your do-

nations we have been able to double the capaci-

ty of our drinking water area for students. Weôve 

also improved the area by placing ceramic tiles 

on the floor which will make it much easier to 

keep clean and hygienic. 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ {ƛƭǾƛŀ 
 
Since her trip to England in 

2014, Silvia has become the 

Educational Coordinator at The 

University of Life and is respon-

sible for the teaching staff and 

curriculum development at the 

project. 

 

After a particularly difficult 

start to the year, Silvia has 

worked tirelessly to ensure we are doing our ab-

solute best to orientate new students and create 

an effective teaching and learning environment. 

Sheôs not afraid to venture into new territory but 

always makes sure we are not compromising on 

our values or mission. 

 

Using her excellent communication skills and 

years of experience and wisdom, Silvia draws 

out the creativity and talent of the teachers to 

grow and encourage her team. 

 

We are so impressed with her dedication and 

thankful for her on-going service. In our eyes, 

sheôs a true champion! 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-web/charity?charityId=1002491&stop_mobi=yes



