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Well, we are so glad you asked!   Here is 

a quick run down of some of UNiViDAôs 

activities in recent weeks and whatôs 

ahead for July and August. 

 

¸ŜŀǊ с /ƭŀǎǎ 
 

Marcia is a new teacher who started vol-

unteering at The University of Life. She 

was such a great addition to the team 

that we decided we didnôt want to lose 

her.  

 

Fortunately the opportunity arose for us 

to create a new afternoon class for year 

6, meaning we could divide the previ-

ously joined 6th and 7th year group.  

Marcia is doing a great job and did we 

mention, she speaks some English too! 
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Year 8 and 9 have taken their learning 

outside the classroom with a journalism 

project. This has been a part of a strate-

gic effort by teachers to create hands on 

learning and language development. 

 

Reading and writing continues to be a 

struggle for children growing up in the 

slums who never really develop a love 

for reading simply because books are so 

difficult and expensive to come by. 

 

The students have already interviewed 

Ruth on the subject of project work and 

have been catching other staff members  

off guard for some on the job words of 

wisdom. 
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Students return to The University of Life 

in August and even though they donôt 

know it yet, they will have a visiting 

mission team to welcome them back.  

 

Hot on the heals of their return weôll be 

holding a special event for Fathers Day 

when weôll be sharing the Gospel with 

Dads and holding a football tournament. 
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Itôs a challenge to keep 12 year old 

Elaine in one place for very long 

but with the help of two Univer-

sity of Life teachers, we sat 

down with her recently to ask a 

few questions about what the 

project means to her. This is 

what she said. 

 

ñIôve been here since I was 6 

years old and before that there 

were so many difficult moments 

in my life. If I had to talk about 

my life it would be impossible to 

do it without talking about The 

University of Life because it 

means everything to me.  

 

Here I have found friends and 

love like I have never known. 

They have adopted me, care 

about me and always work with 

a smile on their face and by giv-
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ing their best. Iôve found Christôs love for 

me and I am eternally grateful. 

 

The University of Life is a real example 

of unity - itôs a family. I love everything 

here except or running during PE les-

sons! My passion is theatre and music. 

Iôve written 4 songs for the student 

band, Kadosh. One of the songs is about 

living a holy life because God is holy. 

When I grow up, I want to be an 

actress. 

 

The University of Life is absolutely 

the best thing that has happened 

to me in my life. Outside there are 

a lot of problems but I forget them 

here and feel like another kind of 

life is possible. Iôm so thankful to 

the people that had the idea of 

making this place, itôs given me 

breath in my lungs.ò 

 

Elaine is a bright, energetic girl 

with many talents. We are so 

thankful to have her at the project.  

 

Please pray that she will continue 

to apply herself in her schooling 

and make good decisions about her 

time and activities as she enters 

her teenage years. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-web/charity?charityId=1002491&stop_mobi=yes
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Favelas are characteristic of nearly eve-

ry major Brazilian city. They are infor-

mal housing settlements which are un-

planned, un-healthy and un-governed. 

This means that they are under-served 

by public services such as healthcare. 

education and law enforcement. 

 

These communities have learned to gov-

ern themselves and become a breeding 

ground for crime because they 

are easy to hide in.  

Sanitation is poor and disease is ram-

pant. Barefooted children walk in homes 

and on streets shared with animals, 

sewage, rodents and waste. Homes are 

simple and small. Two or three dark 
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Issue 59: July / August 2019 rooms house extended families with no-

where else to go. Unemployment is high, 

as is alcoholism and domestic violence. 

Children are exposed to stress, trauma 

and family breakups, multiple times. 

Many parents are still teenagers them-

selves. Hunger is common, and many 

families survive on a government hand 

out and food parcel which barely pro-

vides rice, beans, oil, coffee and gas to 

last the month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you imagine the confusion an aver-

age teenager here has about their self-

worth and citizenship?  

 

Your support helps answer the ques-

tions of 260 students each day, 

equipping them with the skills and 

character they need to succeed.  

 

We couldnôt do this without you. 

Thanks for your support. 


