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school for 6 months
If you have entertained (or do so

every day), any small children, you
will know that them occupied with

Boa
been to

look for ways to entertain their
child, we are committed to helping

Everyone in Brazil wants to benefit from children through this difficult situ-

the nationds current e AghtMichitied fisObdedsary ation by providing at least some
including the public sector workers who both for them and for you! kind of activity for the children
form the backbone of the countryds worKk- impacted by the strikes.

force. Salaries for these workers are no-
| toriously low and include firemen, bus

If there are no toys to play with,

attention is quickly transferred to On Saturday mornings we have

| drivers, nurses, doctors and teachers anything else that is available to begun a childrends ¢

just to name a few. pick up, touch, hit or with worship, games and
I a ! taste! The current activities for the hundreds
Working closely ' strike situation of children who are on our

alongside the city l . And of course, the alter- is robbing waiting list.

school teachers, UNI- natives that are so quickly children of
VIDA staff have a discovered by small chil- everything This way we are able to
good understanding of the difficult envi- dren are more often that is reach out to more than
ronment in which teachers are expected things which are the most constructive the 370 children whom
to work. They regularly take in their own inappropriate! They may for them to we serve from Monday to
fl supplies including paper and pencils for be dangerous, expensive, learn and Friday, offering support to
k the children because they are not provid- breakable or all of the grow. parents many of whom
ed by the school. above! work Saturdays as well as
all week.

Working sacrificially with no proper
recognition or support is very draining
and teachers themselves are often off
sick or exhausted because they take on
double shifts to help make ends meet.

Since the end of 2010, teachers unions in
Fortaleza (which are politically controlled,
and in this case controlled by the main

The current strike situation in Brazil
is robbing 250,000 children of eve-
rything that
them to discover, learn and grow
physically and educationally. In-
stead, they are left on the streets,
vulnerable to disease and exploita-
tion while their parents are forced

is constructive for

to work or look for work.

| 2yaydzSR 2y yXhstds a pallenBviddddstamble to

On a regular basis we now have
over 100 more children (who are
not enrolled in the week), coming
to the project on Saturdays.

We hope that in just a few hours
we are able to bring truth, hope
and joy to these children, helping
to protect them from the streets
and inspiring them to study.



opposition party) have been active in coordinating strike
action across the
uncommon, particularly at the beginning of the year, but

whol e of

in this case it has gone on for an unusually long time.

The academic year (February to December) has yet to
begin for 2011 because of union strikes, forcing public
school teachers to stay away from the schools which
serve 250,000 of the poorest children in the city.

Let us fill you in on the full implications of this situation.
The cityods
clean water, education and opportunity to the most vul-
nerable and needy in the city. (Middle class and upper
class students all go to private schools).

school s are

Without the city schools functioning at all, children are
left at home in the slums, begging on the streets, col-
lecting rubbish or committing crime just to survive. Their
parents have no choice but to leave their children unsu-
pervised t hey
jobs.

because if

Young people scheduled to go into high school at the
beginning of 2011 have also been affected by the strikes

A Not e

supposed

donot

as their exam results have not been passed on from the

city school system to the state run high schools. Slums
twhichPafe Caebdy @lac@s ofl ektreme/ suffééng bre

even more deadly as children are malnourished,

bored and completely neglected

The University of Life is a lifeline to the 370 students we
have enrolled this year (we have opted to carry on our
school year regardless) but there are hundreds of thou-
sands of children in the city suffering at this time.

w oVe Rre degpergtely vigiadhing out & sae manynckildren as
we can and thankfully we can be a refuge and place of
consistent education for some. We hope that the strike
will soon be resolved so that these most vulnerable vic-
tims can have their right to education restored and im-
proved.
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A Caring Atmosphere

The story of Michael, one of 375 children receiving
and a nutritious daily meal at The University of
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NE3dzZ | NJ 6 aAad the sacrifices his mother making in
order for him to have an educa-
aAOKBE Sthot her is a fortipher student Michael

of The University of Life. Unfortunately,
she was taken out of the project by her
mother at the age of 14 so that she
could earn money washing

il dondt |ike it, he
mum saving all her money and not
even buying food, just so that she

clothes and help her family sur- can pay the rent . 0

vive.
Meanwhile, his moth-

The University of  er, knows that the

The abrupt end of this oppor- Life has a caring longer and more com-

tunity to finish her education, atmosphere. mitted he is to his
deeply affected her life and she studies, the more
vowed to herself that she would likely he will be able
do everything in her power to secure a better fu-

when she had children of her ture for himself and

own, to allow them to study regardless his family. Michael and his classmates holding a
of the sacrifice. . . N . . . goat, on a
UNi Vi DA6s goal is to equip MIgC ael

with the inspiration and education University of Life school trip May 2011.

Today she is a young mum and aAT
OK | 8 ther pride and joy. She was
delighted when Michael was registered

he needs to fulfill his dreams but
also to support and encourage his

. ) mother as she works so hard for
in the project loves to study and says her son
that The University of Life has 6a caring
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