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in this issue >>> 

Pain in Brazil 
- Children face horror at school - A message from UNiViDAôs Board of Directors. 

The death of 12 students at school in Rio 

this April puts the spotlight, once again 

on violence in Brazil. (photo: taipaitimes.com)  

Here we are already publishing our 

4th edition of UNiViDAôs Results 

and Relationship Newsletter! We do 

hope that the last three issues 

have helped you to understand, 

both the challenges facing children 

growing up in the slums and the 

solutions which UNiViDA offers.  

 

In each edition we have 

tried to share a personal 

story from a child at the 

project so that you can 

see exactly how your sup-

port is changing lives.  

 

In addition we have cho-

sen themes to help you to 

build a complete picture 

of life in the favelas of Brazil.  

 

One of the most important facts we 

hope we have conveyed is that 

there are really two Brazilôs. 

 

The wealthy Brazil has a GDP which 

compares to Belgium or Germany  

whilst the majority, the poor Brazil, 

are much more comparable in 

terms of development with many 

African nations.  

 

Encouraging the wealthy of Brazil 

to support the poor is a necessity 

for the long term prosperity of the 

country and something which our 

partners in Brazil have been trying 

for a long time.  

 

Brazilôs charitable sector is grow-

ing but at a rate very much slower 

than expected. One of the princi-

ple reasons for this is the 

history of corruption and 

lack of faith many Brazili-

ans have in institutions.  

 

Brazilian culture revolves 

firmly around relation-

ships, favours and per-

sonal loyalty.  

  

As we continue to work effective-

ly , UNiViDA is playing an im-

portant role in demonstrating what 

is possible, and inspiring wealthy 

Brazilians to play their part.  

 

Your role as a Dreambuilder, is 

even more important than you 

imagined because you are not 

only helping needy children 

but also demonstrating what a 

culture of generosity and love 

can really do for a ógrowingô 

nation.  
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¶ Brazil is in the top 5% of most violent 

countries in the world.  

 

¶ There are more 

than twice as 

many guns in 

Braz i l  t han 

there are peo-

ple in London.  

 

¶ 75% of Brazilôs murders are with fire-

arms  

 

Tackling the bigger picture  

Much of the violence we hear about in 

Brazil is in Rio de Janeiro or Sao Paulo 

but all of Brazilôs major cities including 

Fortaleza are afflicted with similar prob-

lems. As you will see in this newsletter, 

UNiViDA is helping children to come to 

terms with the heartbreaking realities 

they face.  

 

One child at a time UNiViDA is comforting 

children, helping them to see the rights 

and wrongs of their society and enabling 

them to set themselves and their com-

munities on a path towards a peaceful 

future.  

One of the 

m o s t  i m -

portant facts 

we hope we 

have conveyed 

is that there 

are really two 

Brazils.  



   Be sure to make it to one of these events.  

(Email, text or Facebook us for more details about times and venues)  

 

 

Sat 7th May 7pm  Quiz Night, Broomfield Road Church, Chelmsford  

        email kelly.farrant@univida.org for tickets £5  

Thurs 12th May   UNiViDA Information Evening, Chelmsford / Colchester  

14th May   UNiViDA Information Evening -  Frinton, Essex  

Sunday 15th May  Frinton Chapel  

20th May   Marc and Ruth will be in the Bedford area.  

21st May   UNiViDA Information Evening, Epsom  

24th May   UNiViDA Information Evening, Acton  

 

5th June   Sandylands Methodist Church -  Kendall  

3rd June   UNiViDA Information Event -  Lancaster  

15th June   UNiViDA Information Evening -  Walthamstow  

19th June   The Edge Church, Bristol  

22nd June   UNiViDA Information Evening -  Bristol  

23rd June   UNiViDA Information Evening  -  Chippenham  

26th June   The Sanctuary Church, Staple Hill  

How to get involved >>> 

Events - May & June 2011 

Marc and Ruth Marques - Visit to the 
UK May and June 2011 

 
Any QUESTIONS ?   Please call - UNiViDA Office - 01777 710614 
 

Email:  Marc Marques - marc.marques@univida.org 

  Ruth Marques - ruth.marques@univida.org 

Text or call:  07811 896908 (Marc & Ruth May & June only!) 

www .org 

We are so excited about our trip to 

the UK. We just wish we could bring 

some of the children from Brazil with 

us to meet you! Itôs our prayer that, 

on their behalf, we will be able to 

share with you a little of the excite-

ment and gratitude that they feel.  

 

The purpose of our trip is to strengthen our relationships and 

share our results with people like you. However, since this is 

the first time we have been to the UK since establishing the 

charity UNIVIDA, we are also coming with a very specific 

challengeé 

100 new Dreambuilders 
The Global Recession and the fall in comparative value of 

the British Pound with the Brazilian Real has meant some 

horrible maths for UNiVIDA. Just look at the difference the 

exchange rate has made for us between 2005 and today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to maintain our commitment to the students cur-

rently enrolled at the project, we urgently need new 

monthly supporters. Just the smallest fraction of your 

income per month can transform the life of a child 

living in the slums.  

SPECIAL GIFTS 

 

Between the 1st May and 30th June we will be carrying special gifts from the 

children in Brazil for new supporters. If you are already a Dreambuilder we 

have a gift for you too!  



Marc Marques, reports on UNIVIDAôs frontline 

role in the fight against Human Trafficking. 

addiction afflicting her mother. In 

addition she would have come to 

understand the uncertainty and 

fear that haunted her grandmoth-

er each time her mother left to go 

to work at night.  

 

One night in October 2009, the 

worst fears of Claireôs grandmoth-

er were confirmed and Claireôs life 

changed forever.  

 

Abandoned by her father at birth 

and now facing the death of her 

young mother, Claire 

was overcome by a 

tide of grief. Feeling 

alone and uncertain, 

Claire became very 

depressed and unwill-

ing to get up in the 

morning.  

 

With few expectations 

and no opportunity, Claire now 

age 12, could easily become the 

next in her family to fall victim to 

human trafficking.  

 

Thankfully UNiViDA has been the 

one thread of hope that has moti-

vated Claire, to keep going and 

her grandmotherôs encouragement 

has enabled her to continue her 

studies.  

 

Our prayer is that she will be com-

forted by the security that the 

project offers and inspired to 

dream and work hard for the fu-

ture that she deserves.  

 

Thank you for your support which 

directly benefits children like 

Claire on a daily basis.  

 

Marcondes Marques  

Founding Member, UNiViDA  

Claire wouldnôt ever use the words 

óHuman Traffickingô but in October 

2009 she was orphaned by the 

tragic consequences of this lucra-

tive business.  

 

Claireôs mother died at the age of 

27 from an overdose of crack 

whilst selling herself as a prostitute 

on Fortalezaôs streets. 

 

It would be easy to say that Claire 

grew up with the frightening reali-

zation of what her mother was do-

ing to herself and her 

family. But did she?  

 

To Claire, there was 

nothing unusual about 

her motherôs life, to her it 

was the sacrificial love of 

a caring mother, doing 

what she could to keep 

herself and her family 

alive.  

 

In her early years, what do you 

think Claire began to imagine that 

the future had in store for her? 

How many times did it cross her 

mind that she might end up doing 

the same thing?  

 

Growing up in a house full of ex-

tended family, it would have been 

normal for Claire to overhear the 

discussions of other family mem-

bers. She would hear her grand-

mother pleading with her mother 

to take a job as a maid, but then 

hear her mother respond that this 

would not pay the bills and further 

still, take away precious time that 

she could help in the house and 

spend time with her daughter.  

 

By the age of 7 or 8, Claire could 

probably sense the grip of the drug 

Human Trafficking, Head On 

Claire enjoys a daily hot meal to help 

her keep focused in the classroom.  

How many times did 

it cross her mind 
that she might end 
up doing the same 

thing?  

UNIVIDA funds help Claireôs teacher 

to make learning  engaging and  

enjoyable.  

Marc with Claire in blue and her  

extended family. Feb 2011  

Claire in class at The University of Life  


